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Abstract 

No doubt, Nigeria is blessed with immense human and natural resources.  For the past 

fifty years, her developmental efforts have yielded little fruits because of the development 

and poverty reduction strategies adopted by successive administrations.  This trend of 

events had become worrisome since the turn of the century, when the Millennium 

Development Goals (MDGs), a set of eight identifiable and measurable goals to be 

achieved by the year 2015, was set by the international community.  This paper attempts 

an assessment of the various developmental imperatives of the Nigerian – state within the 

aforementioned period.  In doing so, special emphasis is laid on contemporary 

development and poverty reduction strategies adopted by the country in its effort to meet 

the challenges of the MDGs.  The paper concludes by proffering solutions on how the 

state can become the catalyst and preserver of a sustainable development for Nigeria and 

for Nigerians in the 21
st
 century. 

 

 

Throughout history, nation-states have been confronted with monumental development 

challenges that were peculiar to their individual domestic experiences.  However, despite the advances 

made by some, there is a high preponderance of underdevelopment, inequality and poverty, even in the 

21
st
 century, with attendant uneven growth, economic stagnation and hunger afflicting a significant 

proportion of the global population. 

 

Underdevelopment is viewed as an issue that transcends domestic or national boundaries as it 

recognizes neither race nor creed and ideology.  Aside its many negative ramifications, underdevelopment 

has directly resulted in low-level standard of living, hunger, disease and unnecessary deaths. This is 

especially so for the over 1 billion people who suffer severe deprivations, the ones unfortunate to be 

located below the international poverty line.  Also, “health experts, economists and international 

development advocates cite the inextricable link between, poor health, poverty and underdevelopment” 

(Global Policy Forum, 2008:1). 

 

The challenge of confronting underdevelopment frontally was taken up by the global community 

with the Millennium Declaration of the United Nations (UN) in 2000.  Made by world leaders on the 8
th
 

of September of the same year, it conceived the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), a set of eight 
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identifiable and measurable goals to be achieved by the focus year, 2015.  The MDGs represent the global 

roadmap for achieving reasonable standards of living for the poorest and most deprived peoples. This is 

because there are resources and the capacity necessary for a sustainable earth, free of poverty, disease and 

unnecessary death (UNDP, 1997). 

 

This paper attempts an appraisal of Nigeria‟s developmental status within the purview of poverty 

reduction and eradication which coincides with Goal One of the MDGs.  It is also an assessment of 

contemporary development and poverty reduction strategies adopted by the Nigerian state since the turn 

of the century.  In this regard, the questions to ask are:  What are those factors contributing to poverty in 

Nigeria?  What mechanisms, domestic or foreign contribute positively to the eradication of poverty in 

Nigeria?  Can the MDGs spur development and contribute to the eradication of poverty in Nigeria.  From 

the foregoing, the paper seeks to situate the attempts at development beyond the global formula as 

proposed by the MDGs and locate it within the freedoms that individuals enjoy within the system. This 

includes the political freedoms in the areas of electoral choice and in exercising their human and citizens 

rights; the economic freedoms in the areas of employment and sustainable income. Poverty 

reduction/eradication, socio-cultural freedoms in terms of strengthening the national density, easing social 

fractionalizations and fragmentations are parts of the thematic. 

 

The Millennium Development Goals 

The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) arose from the Millennium Declaration which was 

adopted by the 189 member-states of the United Nations (UN) in September of 2000.  This move 

committed these member-states towards making progress that would see to the eradication of poverty and 

the achieving of other human development targets by the year 2015 (End Poverty, 2008).  The goals 

follow prior international conventions on global development such as the Agenda 21 which represented 

the primary document deliberated upon at the UN Conference on Environment and Development in June 

of 1992 (Earth Summit, 1992), and the International Development Targets (IDTs) set in 1996 to improve 

economic wellbeing, social and human development and ensure environmental sustainability and 

regeneration (NPC, 2004).  Together, these conferences identified the various areas of international 

cooperation in promoting environmentally sustainable growth and development.  The MDGs however, 

became the strongest statement yet of the international communality‟s commitment to eradicating global 

poverty.  They embrace most of the IDTs and are concerned as well with issues related to hunger, water, 

disease, AIDS, orphans and urban poverty as well as many others. 

 

These sets of goals, were developed after due consultation and input with and from developing 

countries to address their unique and pressing problems of domestic development initiatives and provide a 

framework and strategy for comprehensive development. As a way of lifting the poorest countries out of 

poverty, they have become central to the way governments, international development agencies, 

International Financial Institutions (IFIs) and Non-Governmental Organization (NGOs) carry out their 

respective development efforts (UNDP, 2003).  The set of eight goals and their corresponding targets 

have provided a streamlined and unified focus in the development community unlike anything that 

preceded them. 

 

A unique feature of the MDGs is that the achievement of any one goal enhances the possibility of 

other goals being achieved.  Thus, each goal is inextricably linked with every other goal.  However, the 

centrality of the MDG Goal 1 which geared towards the eradication of extreme poverty and hunger, have 

come to define the MDGs as a whole due to the fact that achieving this target, entails making progress on 

the rest of the other goals (World Bank, 2006). 

 

To date, 192 countries are signatories to the MDGs and with the support and cooperation of 

international institutions, organizations and agencies, such as the World Bank (WB), International 

Monetary Fund (IMF), the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), the World 
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Trade Organization (WTO) amongst other.  The emphasis is on developing collective policies to provide 

a unified and frontal attack on poverty and the ascription of certain responsibilities and obligations to rich 

countries. These include increased aid commitments, the removal of unfair trade and investment barrier 

and the cancellation of some of the unsustainable debts incurred by the poorest countries.  There is a faint 

glimmer of light just short of a silver lining in the dark clouds of global poverty and underdevelopment 

that meaningful progress can be made in meeting these target as set by the MDGs come 2015 

 

Goals, Targets and Indicators 

The MDGs, as earlier mentioned, are a set of eight goals with specific targets that are deemed 

achievable based on the achievement which previous international development imperatives have 

accomplished.  With measurable indicators, each country‟s progress is calculated statistically and 

assessed, based upon the stipulated criterion.  For the respective goals, targets and indicators, (see Table 

1). 



Table 1  

Millennium Development Goals Progress by Goal: Nigeria 
Goal 1: 

Percentage living below $1 (PPP) per day 
Poverty Growth Ratio (PGR) 

Poorest quintile share in national income 

Purchasing Power Parity (DPP) national 
currency 

1996 2004 2005 2006 2007 

68.5% 
 

5.0 

64.4% 
29.6 

5.1 

68.935 

 
78.583 

 
82.399 

54.4 
84.426 

Goal 2: 

Net Enrolment in Primary Education (m and f) 
Percentage of pupils starting 

Grade 1 and reaching Grade 5 

     

   
65.0 

62.6% 

  
89.6 

74 

Goal 3: 

Gender Parity Index in pry level enrolment 

Literacy rate of 15 – 24 year olds 

Seats held by women in national parliament 

     
 

 

  

86.7 

 93.6 

81.4 

7.7 

Goal 4: 

Mortality rate of children under 5 years per 

1000 lb 

I year olds immunized against measles 

     

  191 

 

62% 

 201 

 

6.0 

Goal 5: 

Maternal mortality ratio per 100,000 LB 

     
  1,100  800O 

Goal 6: 

Percentage of people living with HIV/AIDS 
Prevalence of Tuberculosis per 100,000 

     

  3.1% 
615 

  

Goal 7: 

Land area covered by forest percentage 
Carbon 4 oxide emission per capital (MT) 

Percentage of population with access to 

improved drinking water 

     

  12.2% 
0.8263 

47% 

 12.6 
49.1 

Goal 8: 

Internet users per 100 people 

     

  6  1.9 

Source: MDG Monitor: 2009 

 

Between Rhetoric and Reality 

The practicability or possibility of meeting with the set targets of the MDGs has been argued 

since that epoch making event. Although, some observers still suspect that the MDGs will amount to no 

more than just another UN proclamation of worthy goals (Vandermortele, 2007).  The MDGs have also 

come under some criticisms in the sense that some see the goals as not being ambitious enough, while 

others see the non-prioritization of the goals as a mitigating factor.  Also, the stipulated date of 2015, 

providing a space of 15 years for underdeveloped countries to meet the target is perceived by some as 

discouraging rather than encouraging further developmental assistance if goals are not met.  The lack of 

goals specifying the reduction of rich countries agricultural subsidies, improving the legal and human 

rights of the poor, slowing global warming and expanding gender equality are all perceived as limitations 

(Todaro and Smith, 2009). 

 

Aside the hopes and aspirations which the MDGs seek to engender, there are more ominous signs 

that seek to question its efficacy in the eradication of poverty.  With sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) lagging far 

behind in various development indices due to the disposition of her elite at undermining the principles of 

transparency and accountability in governance, the Dependence on Official Development Assistance 

(ODA) and foreign aid to fund the execution of the eight goals becomes a tall order.  This is reinforced by 

the attitude of less than rich countries towards meeting up with their aid commitments.  As captured by a 

former president of South Africa while painting a picture of poverty in SSA poverty: 

 
…a vicious circle of poor health reduced working capacity, low productivity and shortened life.  

For families, it is a trap; it leads to inadequate schooling, low skills, insecure income, early 

parenthood, ill health and an early death.  For societies, poverty is a curse (The Guardian, 

2003:65, 69). 
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The above scenario is the situation in which a significant percentage of the global population has 

found itself. Millions of Nigerians are forced to endure this reality.  The incidence of poverty in Nigerian 

is paradoxical given the natural endowments which the country possesses in people, land and natural 

resources.  This was the view point of the then chairman of the Ekiti State Community Poverty Reduction 

Agency (EKCPRA), Mr. Akin Oyedele while lamenting the squalor that many of Nigeria‟s citizens live 

with.  In a lecture titled “Challenges of Rural Dwellers Empowerment in Contemporary Nigeria” 

delivered on the 29
th
 of February 2004, he traced the roots of poverty as being the defects in government 

macro-economic and fiscal policies with the observable hallmarks of poverty being “mass penury, 

pauperization of the working class, mass unemployment and inaccessibility to welfare and social 

services” (Akin, 2004:11). 

 

Against the backdrop of such gloomy scenario, what does one expect to observe when assessing 

poverty on a national level? As at 2004, Food Aid International, while delivering the report of a national 

survey on poverty at a symposium on “Sustainable Rural Poverty Reduction and Food Security” in Benin 

City, Nigeria, found out that the nation experiences 300 deaths every day.  In the same report, the number 

of people who go hungry on a daily basis amounted to 13,880,000 (Thirteen Million Eight Hundred and 

Eighty Thousand), nearly half of the population grossly underfed and with women and children being the 

most vulnerable (Akin, 2004). These figures are regarded as fairly conservative when compared to the 

World Bank‟s estimates of over 50% of Nigerians living below the international poverty line.  Again, we 

see a paradox here when we consider these statistics against the affluence which a segment of the nation‟s 

population revel in.  The level of inequality within the same system reveals itself, for within the same 

society where many suffer from the devastating and debilitating consequences of poverty, a cadre of 

public office holders have huge wage bills running well into their millions, billions and trillions relative to 

the domestic Naira currency value.  The irony of the situation is such that the benefactors of those 

largesse‟s are supposedly elected representatives of the very people who wallow in the squalor of poverty.  

From the data presented by the Revenue Mobilization Allocation and Fiscal Commission (RMAFC), the 

President of the Senate and his deputy earn N10,185,000 and N9,467,000 (Ten  Million, one Hundred and 

Eight Five Thousand Naira, and Nine Million Four Hundred and Sixty Seven Thousand Naira) 

respectively while the Speaker of the House of Representatives and his deputy earn N10,156,000 and 

N9,337,000 (Ten  Million, one Hundred and Fifty Six Thousand Naira, and Nine Million Three Hundred 

and Thirty Seven Thousand Naira) respectively (Chinyere, 2009).  This is in a country where the turn 

over of graduates of universities and other tertiary institutions have completely overwhelmed the capacity 

of the labour market to absorb, having being saturated to near breaking point, where the intensity of 

competition for the few available jobs reach levels where graduates are paid as low as N5,000.00 (Five 

Thousand Naira) as monthly income, official minimum wage notwithstanding.  The inequitable 

distribution of wealth and its non-sustainability becomes further clarified when realizing that the 

combined wage bill of the political class, making up less than a docile of Nigeria‟s population sum up to 

N1.13 Trillion (One Trillion and Thirteen Billion Naira) per annum. With the 2008 budget of Nigeria 

being N2.65 Trillion and that of 2009 being N3.049 Trillion, the income for less than 10% of the 

population for both years were about 43% and 37% of the entire budget (Daily Sun, 2008). 

 

In the midst of these is the inability of government‟s efforts at addressing the incidence of 

poverty? Its alleviation, reduction and/or eradication via small loans, micro-credits and other such small 

business imperatives continue to encounter bottlenecks that are due rather to the inefficiency and pettiness 

of government officials, Ministries, Departments and Agencies (MDAs) than to the un workability of 

such schemes.  Echoing this line of argument was the state coordinator of the Akwa Ibom State Chapter 

of the yet to be legitimized NAPEP, Dr. Okon Umoetuk who stated that: 

 
Unless there is an urgent intervention, NAPEP may be another unnecessary encumbrance to… 

socio-economic development, receiving billions of naira and dispensing it to those who never 
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know what poverty is all about, while the real poor are left in perpetual poverty (Daily Sun, 

2008:20). 

 

The incumbent administrations road maps to development and the alleviation of poverty are 

elaborated by the 7-Point Agenda (7PA), and the Vision 20-20-20 (V20).  This stated aspiration to make 

Nigeria improve her lamentable ranking in various development index, and rank her among the top 

twenty economics of the world by the target year 2020 has done little for improved wellbeing for majority 

of the country‟s population.  They have also received stringent criticisms on the slow pace of 

implementation well into the third years of four year tenure.  Thus, there is a melancholy in the system 

that any progress towards development would continue to be made in speeches and white papers with 

little hope of it seeing the light of day. 

 

Were achieving the MDGs dependent on the rhetoric of state officials, Nigeria would have long 

achieved each and every goal and met the various target since the commencement year of 2000.  An 

apologist for the Nigerian state might present the evidence of the mass employment of personnel to 

facilitate the Universal Basic Education (UBE) Scheme, but a consideration of the immensity of the funds 

and the notorious nature of the Nigerian political and ruling elite in their favorite pastime of accumulating 

capital in a primitive way indicates otherwise.  It could be anybody‟s guess as to what came about these 

funds, as the reality on ground show no reasonable impact on the lives of neither the people nor any 

radical improvement in the socio-economic index.  Neither has the poverty situation been tempered, 

alleviated nor eradicates, feats that seem near impossible judging from the present status of the country‟s 

rating in achieving the MDGs. 

 

Reviewing the incidence of poverty and the efforts at alleviation and eradication without making 

mention of the contributions that Nigerians in the Diaspora have made would be incomplete.  Nigerians it 

must be said, have always sojourned in other climes, but with the economic downturn of the 1980s and 

with the adverse socio-economic effects that came in the wake of the Structural Adjustment Programmes 

(SAPs) of that era (Abutudu 2005; Husain, and Faruqee, 1994)  a massive brain drain and manpower 

flight ensued (Yesufu, 2000).  This emergent category of economic refugees, at first regarded as 

unpatriotic would later on, turn out to be the „saviours‟ of many a family, living below the poverty line.  

The desperation to avoid the throes of underdevelopment in an economy that had been stagnant or 

experiencing a hollow growth at best, has been such that illegitimate means have been devised to exit the 

shores of Nigeria. Many families pool resources together to sponsor a „saviour‟ to either Europe, the 

Americas, Asia and even to other regions of the African continent where the economy is perceived as 

better. For these desperate ones, anywhere but Nigeria will do and the possession of skills or not pose no 

barrier to seeking greener pastures elsewhere and escaping the chronic unemployment that has set in (Ojo, 

1997).  While recognizing the illegitimacy and criminality that have been spawned by this development 

(human trafficking just being one of the many), the inhuman and inhumane conditions many go through 

in their quest for a better life, contributed towards the alleviation of poverty via remittances (Chinyere, 

2009). 

 

Conclusion 

The desire for sustainable development in Nigeria is urgent. This is because of the increasing 

level of poverty, hunger, misery and squalor. It is in this wise that the paper has taken a critical look at the 

issues within the frame work of achieving the Millennium Development Goals. It concludes that 

strengthening the democratic system is of pivotal importance in achieving these set goals. It also argues 

that a drastic reduction, if not a complete obliteration of corruption by the political class is also crucial. 

Finally, it argues that an effective leadership is needed to achieve all the above. 
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